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Telluride
High-Tech Haven

— BY MADELEINE OSBERGER

The downtown Telluride condominium was perfectly
acceptable, if unremarkable, when Greg Craig bought it back
in 1995. But when his start-up computer company was
assumed by Siebel Systems during the dot-com craze, Craig
suddenly had the meanssto transformi his penthouse into a

handsome, one-of-a-kindjfthigh-tech hideaway.
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satellite dish, so that during long periods
away from home Craig can see just what
the weather's doing in Telluride. “Then |
know the possibility of getting into the
airport.” Another unobtrusive though
essential upgrade was made to the boiler
system. Whereas in past years it could
take up to 10 minutes for hot water to
reach the third floor, the installation of a
hot water re-circulator means that steamy
showers are on tap within a moment’s
notice.

The two-story 1,700-square-foot
penthouse sits atop a bookstore near the
town’s new $11 million library, so one
wouldn’t think noise is a problem. But
given the condo’s downtown location—
just one block from the gondola, which is
used year-round as a connector between
the town of Telluride and Mountain
Village—Craig was subjected to bar-time
noise and some unwanted exterior
lighting. McGuire recommended red velvet

continued on page A62
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bottom remodel, “but it is my full-time living space and | get a lot
of psychic income from it.”
Owing to his computer background, one of the first
improvements made was to the unit's wiring. When the building
ces was constructed, “there wasn’t much consciousness of high-
H tech needs,” says Craig. “So when the walls were opened, we
r m, in the total transformation. “| took the opportunity to add a computer networking cable
'says Craig about the extensive top-to- throughout the house.” He also added a two-way Internet

time was right to under
remodel of his home.
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continued from page A60 soundproofing was installed by Bone

curtains and a thick carpet in the master Construction of Telluride. Alstrom
bedroom, which he said “made it very retrofitted the living room’s skylight with a
private.” An additional layer of terra-cotta-colored grid to temper the
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illumination that often bathes the living
room,

In the common spaces of the
penthouse, the designer recommended
that pine floors be replaced with slate.
The patio, which once was laden with
garden-variety flagstone, also was fitted
with a layer of slate. In fact, “The whole
upper level is a grid of slate,” explains
McGuire. And extending the flooring
beyond the interior walls to the 700
square feet of deck space helps “to bring
the outside in,” the designer adds. That
effect also was accomplished by
retrofitting the patio doors so view-
blocking posts were eliminated in favor of
seamless sliders that when thrown open
reveal the splendor of Ajax Peak and the
east end of the Telluride valley.

The centerpiece of the top floor is a
custom home office piece by German
furniture maker Christoffe Neander, now
of Santa Fe, New Mexico. Constructed of
200-year-old fir trees rescued from a river
bottom, this piece includes a bookshelf,
computer desk and a flat panel screen.
(According to McGuire, Microsoft owner
Bill Gates used some of this same wood
on his plush Washington state home.) “It
allows me to have a home office in my
living room but it disappears when | have
people over,” said Craig, who admits to a
passion for entertaining, especially during
the Telluride Film Festival.

The home office is so beloved that
Craig asked Alstrom to use it as a
reference point for the kitchen, which is
almost unrecognizable from its original
incarnation. Terra-cotta walls mimic the
nearby red mountains. Rich cherry-wood
cabinets complement the Sub-Zero
appliances and a pewter-colored “bead
blasted” back-splash surprisingly is the
room’s finishing touch. Its rough-hewn
finish provides a contrast to the
preponderance of smooth textures. Sven
Alstrom sized up the original kitchen and
determined that there was needless dead
space above the cabinetry. The custom
replacements now reach all the way to
the ceiling, which provide more storage
and are more aesthetically pleasing.
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Connecting the living room/kitchen
with the main floor, which accommodates
three bedroom suites, was a rather
uninspired stairwell. McGuire reveled in
ripping out the “clunky” handrail and
replacing it with a hand-tooled metal and
bamboo rail “that's fun to touch.” A glass
partition allows insight into two different
floors without the feeling of
claustrophobia. The stairwell provides the

“l CLEARLY OVER-
INVESTED ... BUT
IT IS MY FULL-
TIME LIVING
SPACE AND | GET
A LOT OF
PSYCHIC INCOME
F ROM 'To" — Greg Craig

perfect transition for what the designer
calls “not a serious modern house but
one where every room has a clean,
modem finish to it.”

The unit’s three bedrooms are all on
the same floor but because each suite is
separated by either a bathroom or a
closet, they provide plenty of privacy.
Each bedroom has a theme; the master
is called the "sandstone suite” because of
its salrhon-colored walls and rich fabrics.
The master bath, with its oversized tub
and Four Seasons Hotel style, includes
some of the unit's most Juxuriant touches.
Guests might reside in the “pine suite,”
which features federal blue walls and
furniture that picks up on a brown and
blue theme. Butter-yellow walls and
furniture decorated with flowers give the
“pansy suite” its distinctive personality.
McGuire used gorgeous Avigdor fabric
from Italy because “it’s so whimsical.” he
says, as are the original Keith Haring
paintings that dot the walls.

While Telluride has no shortage of
talented designers, Craig says he chose
McGuire and Montecito because “| was
very familiar with Joe, knew | could trust
him and get reasonable pricing.” In
McGuire’s eyes, Craig was the dream
client because he wasn't interested in
micromanaging every minute detail of the
project. Instead, says McGuire, Craig told
the designer he wanted only “to make 10
different decisions.” "He allowed me to
stretch my creative muscles,” says
McGuire, whose modus operandi in a

project focuses on “maximizing space
and really working with one’s needs.
Every idea we had, as long as it fit into his
parameters, he went for it.”

Before the remodel the home “really
didn’t suit Craig’s needs.” But today the
condominium “is a palette of rich colors,”
which contributes to what McGuire
describes as an overall sensibility best
described as “warm-mountain modern.” [t
also has an urban quality, which well suits
the owner who can cruise downstairs
every morning to Bookworks for his copy
of The New York Times, McGuire adds.

Opulence rather than ostentatious-
ness rules at this Telluride abode, though
one might argue that the Henry Beguelin
leather dog bed for Jerry, Greg Craig’s
Rhodesian ridgeback and pitbull mix,
could be considered just a teensy bit over
the top.

JOE MCGUIRE, /nterior Designer
Montecito Home Furnishings
Aspen, 970.920.7666

SVEN ALSTROM, Architect
Aspen, 970.925.1745
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